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PACIFIC 2019 INTERNATIONAL MARITIME EXPOSITION 
Statement by Minister for Defence Issues 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Defence Issues) [9.07 am]: It is with great pleasure that I rise to 
inform the house of the Western Australian government’s participation at Pacific 2019 International Maritime 
Exposition. Pacific is an international biannual exhibition held in Sydney. It is the largest maritime and defence 
exhibition in the Southern Hemisphere and offers a great opportunity for the Western Australian defence industry 
to showcase its capabilities to the world. At Pacific 2019, Defence West hosted small businesses and organisations 
from WA’s defence sector on its stand, including 19 Western Australian small to medium-sized enterprises, the 
WA Defence Science Centre, South Metropolitan TAFE and the Australian Marine Complex Common User 
Facility. Several key decision-makers from defence, government and industry visited the Defence West stand, 
including the federal Minister for Defence, Senator the Hon Linda Reynolds, CSC; the Chief of the Defence Force, 
Lieutenant General Angus Campbell, AO, DSC; and the Chief of Navy Australia, Vice Admiral Michael Noonan, 
AO, RAN. 
The state was further represented at Pacific 2019 with me attending the opening day on Tuesday, 8 October, and 
also by visits from WA’s Defence Advocate, Rear Admiral (Rtd) Raydon Gates, AO, CSM; the Governor of 
Western Australian, Hon Kim Beazley, AC; and the director general of the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science 
and Innovation, Rebecca Brown. It was gratifying to see a “Team WA” approach at Pacific 2019 and I hope all 
the organisations that attended had a successful week promoting their product and capabilities. On behalf of the 
McGowan government, it was a pleasure to support a united state presence at Pacific. I understand that WA was 
the only state to provide free exhibition space to organisations and SMEs on a state stand. I would also like to 
thank the staff at Defence West who worked hard to help showcase WA’s capabilities at Pacific 2019 and for 
continuing to champion the state’s defence industry. They have well and truly put the Western Australian defence 
industry on the national map. Western Australia’s record presence at Pacific 2019 confirms the McGowan 
government’s support for growing the defence industry, creating jobs and diversifying the economy. 
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